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DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday, January 20

No School for Students 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Professional Development Day

Thursday, January 23 Friday, January 24
End of Second Quarter No School for Students  

Staff In-Service/Clerical Day

Thursday, January 9
Board of Directors  
 Regular Meeting  

6:30 p.m., South Park  
High School Cafeteria

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS 
ARE WPIAL CHAMPIONS!

The South Park High School Cheerleaders are WPIAL champions! The cheerleaders 
competed in the WPIAL Competitive Spirit Championships on Saturday, January 4. 
The South Park cheerleaders took first place in class AA. They’re now headed to the 
PIAA Competitive Spirit Championships in Hershey this weekend. Congratulations 
and good luck, cheerleaders!

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
FOOD DRIVE 
BENEFITS LOCAL 
FOOD PANTRY

Throughout the month of December, 
South Park Middle School students, 
faculty, staff and families donated non-
perishable food items for the annual 
South Park Middle School food drive. 
Students from the Service Club packed 
up dozens of boxes of food which 
were taken to the Shiloh Food Bank on 
Tuesday, December 17. A monetary 
donation was also presented. The food 
drive is organized by the Service Club 
and Ms. May.

DISTRICT PLACED ON THE AP DISTRICT 
HONOR ROLL FOR FIFTH TIME
The South Park School District has been placed on the College Board’s 10th annual AP 
District Honor Roll. 250 school districts in the United States and Canada received the 
honor. Districts recognized on the AP District Honor Roll had to, since 2017, increase 
the number of students participating in AP while also increasing or maintaining the 
percentage of students earning AP Exam scores of 3 or higher. Achieving these marks 
shows that districts are successfully identifying motivated, academically prepared 
students who are ready for AP.

South Park High School currently offers ten AP courses including AP Chemistry, 
AP Physics I, AP Biology, AP US History, AP European History, AP Language and 
Composition, AP Literature and Composition, AP Calculus, AP Economics and AP 
Computer Science.

“In recent years, South Park High School administrators and faculty have focused 
considerable attention and resources to expanding our AP course offerings,” said 
South Park School District superintendent Wayne Gdovic. “This recognition by College 
Board underscores their efforts to provide rigorous and advantageous opportunities 
to South Park students.”

This is the fifth time the South Park School District has been named to the AP District 
Honor Roll.

HAPPY

NEW YEAR!

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict


SOUTH PARK EDUCATION FOUNDATION AWARDS  
NEARLY $6,000 IN EDUCATOR GRANTS
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The South Park Education Foundation, formed in 2019, awarded its first round of grants to South Park educators on Friday, 
December 20. The South Park Education Foundation was able to award these grants thanks to the support of sponsors and 
donors. SPark Grants are meant to spark innovation, new teaching methods, and new academic initiatives in South Park 
classrooms. Funds for the SPark Grants Program were raised at the foundation’s inaugural golf outing on Monday, July 22, 2019 at 
South Hills Country Club.

Educators submitted SPark Grant proposals throughout the month of November and in early-December. The proposals were 
then reviewed by the grants committee of the South Park Education Foundation. Educators from several nearby school districts 
serve on the grants committee. After a thorough review, the South Park Education Foundation approved the awarding of seven 
SPark grants to South Park educators. Jillian Pritts and Melissa Marion of the South Park Education Foundation Board of Directors 
awarded the grants to the teachers on Friday, December 20. 

The funded projects included:

• $1,354.60 to Mr. Siniawski and the 2019-2020 BotsIQ Team at South Park High School for the necessary components to build 
the team’s final internal configuration

• $1,169 to Mr. Buch for the implementation of TREP$, an award-winning entrepreneurship project-based learning program for 
sixth graders at South Park Middle School

• $1,117.92 to Mr. Boles for the implementation of Virtual Reality Google Expeditions Kits in his high school history classes

• $766.85 to Ms. Ulishney for flexible seating in her middle school classroom

• $633.06 to Mrs. Feth for flexible seating in her high school classroom

• $547.91 to Mrs. Casale for Snap Circuits Arcade kits for her elementary STEAM classes

• $361.95 to Mrs. Finberg for a professional button maker for the high school library makerspace

The South Park Education Foundation thanks its sponsors and donors for their support. 

To learn more about the South Park Education Foundation, click here.

https://www.southparkeducation.foundation/


MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS  
RECEIVE PATRIOT’S PEN AWARD
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Social studies students in Mrs. Baldigowski’s sixth grade and Mr. Levdansky’s eighth 
grade classes participated in the annual Patriot’s Pen competition. The nationwide, 
VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives students an opportunity to write 
essays expressing their views on a patriotic theme. 

Students in both classes engaged in an in-depth discussion about the beliefs and 
freedoms of democracy.  Students then composed their original essays about their 
perceptions of what they feel makes America such a unique place. 
 
This year marks the third year that students in both classes have participated and 
placed in this contest.  

This year’s winners are: Reagan Baumgartel, Elizabeth Cleaver, Benjamin Gabriel, 
Dillon Hammond, Austin Henze, Katie Jackovic, Kaden Kostelnik, Catherine Kozel, 
Andrea Kuczma, Luis Martinez, Bupe Mwila, Lillian Nardelli, Caroline Quirin, Angelo 
Reynoso and Gianna Tryc.

These winners were presented with cash prizes and medals at a ceremony in 
December.

South Park student Andrea Kuczma placed first at the district level and has advanced 
to the VFW department level!

Mrs. Baldigowski and Mr. Levdansky wish to congratulate this year’s winners and 
thank all those students who participated. A special thank you is also extended to 
Shelley Jakell and the entire VFW Post 6664 for the opportunity to participate in this 
great contest. 

HIGH SCHOOL 
NAMED STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to the following 
students for being chosen by the School 
Wide Positive Behavior Team at South 
Park High School as Students of the 
Month.

Academics
Juliana Briggs

Athletics
Haleigh Finale

Creativity
Ava Ng

Leadership
Danielle DeProspo

Politeness
Emily Linder

School Spirit
Grace Albitz

PAJAMA DRIVE 
HELPS LOCAL 
RESIDENTS

Students in the homerooms of Miss 
Dean, Mr. Loftis and Mrs. Cieslak 
collected more than 70 pairs of new 
pajamas for the Scholastic Pajama Drive. 
These pajamas were distributed to 
babies, children and young adults in the 
Pittsburgh area this holiday season.
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HOLLY JOLLY 
DODGEBALL RAISES 
MONEY FOR LOCAL 
ORGANIZATION

On Friday, December 20, students, 
faculty and staff at South Park 
Middle School participated in 
Holly Jolly Dodgeball. This annual 
tradition raised more than $2,200 for 
Project Elf. Congratulations to the 
winning homerooms. Mr. Criswell’s 
homeroom won the fifth and sixth 
grade tournament, and Mr. Barnhart’s 
homeroom won the seventh and eighth 
grade tournament. 

EIGHTH GRADERS’ ROBOTS BATTLE
IN CLASS PROJECT

Mr. Whittington’s eighth grade students put their robotic creations to the test during 
a capstone project in their applied engineering and technology class. Students use 
their knowledge of robotics, programming and mechanical systems in a battle bot 
competition.

Students are prompted to design and build a remote-controlled robot that will be 
capable of pushing their opponent’s bot out of a ring or disabling the competing 
bot. During this project, students utilize the engineering design process and create 
orthographic drawings of their projects prior to construction. They use problem-
solving skills to resolve mechanical or electrical problems. The students are 
encouraged to seek out unique designs and to develop their own strategy to win the 
competition. The only constraints are size and weight. The students are encouraged 
to utilize the resources available in the AET room at South Park Middle School to 
design, modify and 3D print parts for their bot. 

Then, teams put their bots to the test. Students worked their way through the bracket 
and tried to disable their competitors’ bot to claim the title.

SPEC STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN  
HIGH-ENERGY SCIENCE PROGRAM

Second and fourth graders got to see the fun and sometimes messy sides of science 
during a program on Wednesday, December 18. Representatives from Covestro, a 
supplier of high-tech polymers, visited South Park Elementary Center for a hands-
on assembly. Students took an active role in the experiments designed to get them 
excited about science!

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION TO 
BEGIN IN FEBRUARY
Kindergarten registration for the 2020-
2021 school year will begin in mid- to 
late-February. Information and links for 
kindergarten registration will be posted 
on the kindergarten registration page 
on sparksd.org when registration begins. 
A link to the kindergarten registration 
page will be posted under the parents 
tab.

More information will be posted on 
sparksd.org in the coming weeks.
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The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 
abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.

The South Park School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or any other legally protected classification in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,  

Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act.

Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Lorraine Blackburn •  Mark Depretis 

Angela Girol • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon
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WINNERS SELECTED IN HIGH SCHOOL  
ANTI-VAPING POSTER CONTEST

Students in every homeroom at South Park High School recently participated in 
an anti-vaping poster contest. The student-created posters conveyed important 
messages about the dangers of vaping. A poster from each grade was chosen as the 
winner. The winners were: Mrs. Peterson’s ninth grade homeroom, Mrs. Shirey’s tenth 
grade homeroom, Mr. Correll’s eleventh grade homeroom and Mr. Fennell’s twelfth 
grade homeroom.

In compliance with the federal 
McKinney-Vento Assistance Act, as 
reauthorized in 2015 by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), South Park 
School District is attempting to identify 
all children within the district who may 
be experiencing homelessness. 
The term homeless children and youth 
is defined as individuals who lack a 
fixed, regular and adequate nighttime 
residence. This includes individuals: 

•  Sharing the housing of other 
persons due to lack of housing, 
economic hardship or a similar 
reason; 

• Living in a motel, hotel, trailer 
park, or campground due to 
lack of alternate adequate 
accommodations; 

• Living in emergency or transitional 
shelters; 

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings; bus or train 
stations or similar settings; 

• Living in substandard housing (no 
running water or working utilities, 
etc.) 

Children who are experiencing 
homelessness may qualify for assistance 
with free school lunch, school supplies/
materials, tutoring and transportation so 
that they can remain in their school of 
origin. 

If you believe your child(ren) may qualify 
for this service, please contact the 
principal of your child(ren)’s school. You 
may also call 412-655-3111, extension 
1000.  If your living situation changes 
during the school year, and you and 
your children become homeless, please 
be sure to contact the school. We will 
work with you so that your child(ren)’s 
education is disrupted as little as 
possible.

CALENDAR REMINDERS
FOR JANUARY 2020
Winter break just wrapped up, but here are several calendar reminders for January 
2020.

Students will be off from school on Monday, January 20, 2020.

The second quarter will end on Thursday, January 23, 2020.

Students will be off from school on Friday, January 24, 2020.

To see the entire 2019-2020 school year calendar, click here.

http://sparksd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_150524/File/District/2019-2020%20SPSD%20School%20Year%20Calendar.pdf

